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EuropEan Food SaFEty authority 
(EFSa)
recent developments in the risk assessment of 
chemicals in food and their potential impact on 
the safety assessment of substances used in food 
contact materials. EFSA Journal 2016;14(1):4357 
doi:10.2903/j.efsa.2016.4357 This opinion describes 
recent developments in the safety assessment of chemi-
cals in food and explores their potential impact on 
EFSA evaluation of food contact materials (FCM). It is 
not intended to be a guidance document. The Opinion 
will provide the European Commission with the scien-
tific basis for a discussion among risk managers on pos-
sible implications for risk management. One major area 
to revisit is the estimation of consumer exposure. Four 
food consumption categories could be set. They are ap-
proximately 9, 5, 3 and 1.2 times higher than the cur-
rent SCF default scenario, i.e. 17 g/kg bw per day, and 
so using them would afford a higher level of protection, 
particularly for infants and toddlers. Special exposure 
scenarios might be used if consumption were lower. The 
amount of toxicity data needed should be related to the 
expected human exposure.
Shaping the future of food safety, together: pro-
ceedings of the 2nd EFSa Scientific Conference. 
Milan, italy, 14–16 october 2015. EFSA Journal 
2015;13(10):s1310 doi:10.2903/j.efsa.2015.s1310 The 
second EFSA scientific conference was organised in 
collaboration with EFSA colleagues in EXPO. The 
conference programme was deliberately designed to 
address new and emerging issues and of course to de-
velop the next generation of risk assessors. The Young 
Researcher Initiative has enabled emerging scientists 
from across Europe and beyond to communicate their 
work and to develop their expertise and networks. The 
poster session, abstracts of which are available in this 
supplement of the EFSA Journal, greatly enhance the 
conference programme.
Food and agriCulturE organization 
oF thE unitEd nationS (Fao)
Koyshibayev M, Muminjanov H. guidelines for moni-
toring diseases, pests and weeds in cereal crops. 
Rome: Food and Agriculture Organization of the United 
Nations. 2016; 42 p. Job Number: I5550 Since 2011, the 
FAO Subregional Office for Central Asia (FAO-SEC), in 
close collaboration with the International Winter Wheat 
Improvement Programme (IWWIP), CIMMYT and 
ICARDA, and with the support of national consultants 
in the field of plant protection has provided technical as-
sistance to the countries in the region on the monitoring 
of diseases, pests and weeds in cereal crops. The main 
purpose of this work is to collect information about the 
prevalence of major diseases, pests and weeds, as well as 
identification of varieties resistant to diseases, particular-
ly to aggressive races of stem rust. The first results of the 
monitoring of diseases, pests and weeds in cereal crops 
were discussed at the Regional Experts Consultation 
Meeting held during 27-28 February 2013 in Almaty, 
Kazakhstan. Following the meeting, it was decided to 
prepare unified guidelines for the monitoring of diseases, 
pests and weeds in cereal crops.
the impact of disasters on agriculture, livelihoods 
and food security. Rome: Food and Agriculture Or-
ganization of the United Nations. 2015; 130 p. ISBN 
978 92 510 8962 0 This study assesses the impact of 
medium-to-large scale natural hazards and disasters 
on the agriculture sector and sub-sectors in developing 
countries between 2003 and 2013, focusing on direct 
physical damage and indirect economic losses. The 
findings of the study are expected to support national 
and international efforts to reduce damage and losses 
caused by disasters and strengthen the resilience of the 
agriculture sector, in line with resilience targets set un-
der the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction, 
the Sustainable Development Goals, and the Universal 
Climate Change. 
World fertilizer trends and outlook to 2018. Rome: 
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Na-
tions. 2015; 66 p. Job Number: I4324 ISBN 978 92 510 
8692 6 The world economy has broadly strengthened 
over the past three years and is expected to continue 
this strengthening during 2014-2015. The world cereal 
production in 2014 is estimated to reach 2 498 000 000 
tonnes, or 2.2 percent below that of the record produc-
tion in 2013. World demand for total fertilizer nutrients 
is estimated to grow at 1.8 percent per annum from 
2014 to 2018. The demand for nitrogen, phosphate, 
and potash is forecast to grow annually by 1.4, 2.2, and 
2.6 percent, respectively, during the period. The global 
potential nitrogen balance (i.e. the difference between 
N potentially available for fertilizers and N fertilizer 
demand) as a percentage of N fertilizer demand is ex-
pected to steadily rise and reach 9.5 percent in 2018, 
that of phosphorous from 6.4 percent of total demand 
to 8.5 percent and that of potassium from 25 percent of 
total demand to 33 percent.
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unitEd nationS prograMME  
on hiV/aidS (unaidS)
 
do no harm - health, human rights and people who 
use drugs. Geneva: UNAIDS 2016; 144 p. Evidence 
supports the need for a shift in the global approach to 
drug use. In this report, UNAIDS shows what works to 
reduce the impact of HIV and other harms related to 
drug use. Countries that have moved away from laws and 
policies that are harmful to people who use drugs and 
that have increased investment in harm reduction have 
reduced new HIV infections and improved health out-
comes. These policies also deliver broader social benefits, 
such as lower levels of drug-related crime and reduced 
pressure on health-care and criminal justice systems.
unitEd nationS EnVironMEnt 
prograMME (unEp)
Climate change and human rights. Kenya: United 
Nations Environment Programme. 2015, 56 p. This re-
port describes how governments and other actors may 
address climate change in a manner consistent with 
their obligations to respect, protect, promote and fulfill 
human rights. One key goal is to inform the decisions 
undertaken by the Conference of the Parties to the 
United Nations Framework Conference on Climate 
Change (UNFCCC). However, the analysis and rec-
ommendations set forth in this report are not limited 
to the current round of international climate negotia-
tions. Another key goal is to inform decisions and ac-
tions undertaken by nations, sub-national governments, 
international organizations and private actors pursuing 
climate action both within and beyond the context of 
the UNFCCC in the coming years. The report also 
contains recommendations to national governments on 
measures they can adopt unilaterally to protect human 
rights in the context of climate change, as well as rec-
ommendations to local governments and private actors.
practical Sourcebook on mercury waste storage 
and disposal. Kenya: United Nations Environment 
Programme. 2015, 88 p.  ISBN 978 92 807 3482 9 Job 
number: DTI/1873/GE The UNEP Governing Council 
(GC), in decision 25/5, requested UNEP to enhance 
capacity for mercury storage and provide information 
on the sound management of mercury and mercury 
wastes. The main target audience of the Sourcebook 
are technical staff, line officers and managers in govern-
mental bodies involved in the management of mercury 
wastes, particularly in developing countries and coun-
tries with economies in transition. The Sourcebook may 
also serve as a useful reference for other stakeholders 
involved in the management of mercury wastes, includ-
ing industry and civil society. The overall objective is to 
enhance the capacity of governments – but also indus-
try and the general public – to store and dispose mer-
cury wastes in an environmentally sound manner. The 
Sourcebook aims to do so by providing information on 
commercially available storage and disposal technolo-
gies. This document is envisaged to address practical 
questions such as: What are mercury wastes? Where are 
they generated? How can mercury wastes be recovered 
and recycled? Which options and experiences exist for 
the storage and disposal of mercury wastes? The Source-
book synthesizes existing knowledge in the field of stor-
age and disposal to provide answers to these questions. 
It is a practical introduction to mercury waste storage 
and disposal and should not be used as guidance.
World hEalth organization (Who)
Clinical care for survivors of Ebola virus disease: 
interim guidance. Geneva: World Health Organiza-
tion. 2016, 31 p. WHO reference number: WHO/EVD/
OHE/PED/16.1 Rev.2 Today, there are over 10 000 
survivors of Ebola virus disease. A number of medical 
problems have been reported in survivors, including 
mental health issues. Ebola virus may persist in some 
body fluids, including semen. Ebola survivors need 
comprehensive support for the medical and psychoso-
cial challenges they face and also to minimize the risk 
of continued Ebola virus transmission. WHO has devel-
oped this document to guide health services on how to 
provide quality care to survivors of Ebola virus disease. 
Table of contents include: 1. Introduction; 2. Planning 
follow-up of the Ebola survivor; 3. Common sequelae of 
Ebola virus disease and recommended evaluation and 
clinical management; 4. Considerations for special pop-
ulations; 5. Monitoring for persistent Ebola virus infec-
tion in survivors: guidelines for testing and counseling; 
6. Infection prevention and control considerations in 
survivors; 7. Risk communication considerations. 
guidelines for the screening, care and treatment 
of persons with chronic hepatitis C infection. Ge-
neva: World Health Organization. 2016, 138 p. ISBN 
978 92 415 4961 5 The field of HCV therapeutics con-
tinues to evolve rapidly and, since the WHO issued its 
first guidelines for the screening, care and treatment of 
persons with hepatitis C infection in 2014, several new 
medicines have been approved by at least one stringent 
regulatory authority. These medicines, called direct-act-
ing antivirals (DAAs), are transforming the treatment 
of HCV, enabling regimens that can be administered 
orally, are of shorter duration (as short as eight weeks), 
result in cure rates higher than 90%, and are associated 
with fewer serious adverse events than the previous 
interferon- containing regimens. WHO is updating its 
hepatitis C treatment guidelines to provide recommen-
dations for the use of these new medicines. The objec-
tives of these WHO guidelines are to provide updated 
evidence-based recommendations for the treatment of 
persons with hepatitis C infection using, where possi-
ble, all direct-acting antivirals (DAAs)-only combina-
tions. The guidelines also provide recommendations on 
the preferred regimens based on a patient’s HCV geno-
type and clinical history, and assess the appropriateness 
of continued use of certain medicines. This document 
also includes existing recommendations on screening 
for HCV infection and care of persons infected with 
HCV that were first issued in 2014. 
